
Manoomin is traditionally used in ceremonies and is a vital food source amongst the
Ojibwe Peoples. For Indigenous Peoples, the relationship with nature is both powerful
+ spiritual.
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Indigenous Peoples make up less than 5% of the world population, but protect
over 80% of the Earth’s biodiversity.  
For centuries, traditional Indigenous practices have preserved forests, deserts,
grasslands, and marine environments. However as the original stewards of the
land, Indigenous Peoples are often disregarded in climate justice movements. 

Due to colonialism + the western colonial gaze, Indigenous practices that
protect Mother Earth are seen as “archaic” and have been outlawed. Legislation,
capitalism, and other colonial powers have tremendously impacted Indigenous
environmental rights and ways of life.

Indigenous Peoples are integral to the climate justice movement. Their
knowledge + practices teach us that collective environmental justice + liberation
is possible but not without Indigenous leadership.

in Ojibwe means “good berry” or “good grain”, it is a wild rice that is culturally
significant to the Anishinaabeg peoples

noun
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introduction

definitions

Manoomin

A woman in  northern Wiscons in  harvests  and knocks wi ld
r ice off  the stems into her  canoe us ing tradit iona l
harvest ing st icks .  Source:  Wiscons in  H istor ica l  Society



“The Rights of Nature” doctrine is the concept that ecosystems are
entitled to rights. For Indigenous Peoples, the relationship with nature is
both powerful + spiritual. The Rights of Nature doctrine acknowledges this
connection and upholds the protection of various environments. Rights of
Nature Laws exist in 30+ Indigenous communities across the world.

In 2018, the White Earth Band of Ojibwe + 1855 Treaty Authority of the
Chippewea recognized the Rights of Manoomin, a wild rice that grows in
treaty lands or what is now known as, Northern Minnesota. Manoomin is
traditionally used in ceremonies and is a vital food source amongst the
Ojibwe Peoples. The recognition of these rights would prohibit non-
Ojibwe commercialization of these products and protect the
cultivation/use of manoomin by Ojibwe peoples. 

Recognizing the rights of the specific cultural resources reinforces the
sovereignty of Inidgenous Peoples and honors Treaty rights
recognized in 1825, 1837, 1854, and 1855 Treaties with the Chippewa
and US government. (Rights of the tribe to gather Manoomin + other
aquatic plants from public waters on Treaty land)

Wild r ice growing in  Kath io State Park ,  MN.  Photo:  Brett  Whaley
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The Rights of Nature & Manoomin 

The Rights of Nature doctrine
acknowledges this connection
and upholds the protection of
various environments.
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In 2014, Enbridge Energy, a Canadian pipeline company, proposed the
expansion of a Line 3 Pipeline that would extend from Alberta, Canada to
Superior, Wisconsin. The pipeline would infiltrate untouched ecosystems
and treaty territory of Indigenous (Anishinaabe) Peoples. Manoomin is one
of the many Indigenous natural resources put at risk due to the
construction of Line 3.

This expansion would bring about 3 Million barrels of tar sands per day
Enbridge is responsible for the largest inland oil spill in the US
The pipeline crosses several vital water resources (Mississippi 2x)

The construction of Line 3 is an environmental/climate risk. Beyond this,
Line 3 is a threat to tribal sovereignty that breaks treaty negotiations and
puts Indigenous lives in danger.
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Threats to Indigenous Peoples 



On June 4, 2021, the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
issued a permit allowing Enbridge to use
5 billion gallons of water for the Line 3
pipeline tar sands. 

Already recognized under the Right of
Nature + tribal law, Manoomin serves as
a plaintiff to contest the diversion of
water for the pipeline. 

On August 4, 2021, the White Earth Band
filed Manoomin, v. Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (Case
No. GC21-0428) in the White Earth Tribal
Court to enforce the rights of manoomin,
the first rights of nature enforcement
case to be brought in a tribal court.”

If the case was won, it would establish a
legal precedent for Indigenous
communities to refute other
construction projects that are
environmental risks. The case could also
address other underlying issues caused
by the pipeline.

Frank B ibeau,  lawyer for  the pla int i ffs
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Manoomin & Line 3



Treaty rights are important for tribal nations because they are
documented records that recognize Indigenous well-being. Indigenous
systems of governance are often discriminated against, so treaties serve
as a foundation for establishing Indigenous rights.
The strength of treaty rights protecting natural resources is challenged by
the Manoomin vs. Minnesota case. 

The case pins tribal rights against state claims to ownership. According
to U.S. Constitutional Law, equal protection should be guaranteed to
citizens under the law. The water permit is a violation that selectively
& biasly refuses to honor treaty rights, and as a state Minnesota
trivializes these agreements that are supposed to protect Indigenous
peoples + ecosystems. 
Tribal sovereignty which includes water + cultural rights are also
impacted by the permit. 

Ind igenous leaders + community a l l ies  marched on June
7th,  2021 ,  in  C learwater  County,  Minnesota .  In  protest  of
Enbr idge pipel ine at  the Miss iss ippi  R iver ' s  headwaters ,   
the day 's  act ions ca l led on the Minnesota state off ic ia ls
and the B iden admin istrat ion to honor Anish inaabe treaty
r ights .  |  Image Source:  Candice Bernd

Ra l ly  at  State Capitol  -  May 2011
Photo Credit  -  Montana P icard
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Treaty Rights & Indigenous Well-Being

Treaties serve as a foundation
for establishing Indigenous
rights.
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Ultimately, the court dismissed the Manoomin vs. Minnesota case on the
grounds that the tribal courts + treaty law have no jurisdiction on “unlawful
activities that occur off the reservation.”. Despite this outcome, there is a
lot to learn from this case. 

First and foremost, it exemplifies the neglect towards Indigenous
environmentalism. For over 7 years, Indigenous peoples have faced life-
threatening situations to stop the construction of Line 3 and its
replacement projects. There is an ongoing disregard in policy to address
these issues and failure to honor treaties.

Second, it highlights the need for Indigenous Peoples to be at the
forefront of climate justice movements. Although manoomin is threatened
by pipeline construction projects, it is also vulnerable to climate change
effects. In the “2018 Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment” conducted
by the Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission, manoomin was
categorized as “highly to extremely vulnerable” and was the “most
vulnerable species” in the overall assessment. Indigenous identity and
culture is deeply connected to the environment. If the environment is at
risk, so are Indigenous Peoples.

Third, it reinforces Indigenous beliefs + knowledge about our ecosystems.
The Rights of Nature laws and the case for Manoomin integrates
personhood into environments. It acknowledges a responsibility to
protect and honor ecosystems like all other life. Indigenous Peoples bring
forth a perspective that connects us to our surroundings and to reconcile
our own environmental impact.
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Indigenous Environmentalism



The lawsuit filed by the White Earth Nation specifically requests that ALL
water appropriation permits issued to Line 3 be rescinded and for the
state to establish consultation processes with the Chippewa for future
projects. The White Earth Nation also declare:

Under the grounds that manoomin have certain rights, the water
permits violate these rights.
Chippewa possess rights to harvest + protect manoomin as declared
in the 1855 Treaty 
Chippewa sovereignty + self-determination rights cannot be
infringed/violated by governments or businesses

Although the Rights of Nature recognize the sacredness of natural
resources, it is also important to note that the White Earth’s use of Rights
of Nature is considered a last resort effort to prohibit the construction of
Line 3. Human rights cases (sexual assault, land/ water sovereignty, etc)
filed by Indigenous Peoples continued to be ignored by governments. In
the fight for climate justice, these issues are intersectional to
environmentalism and should be addressed.

Ricer  Veronica Sk inaway of the Sandy Lake Oj ibwe​ (Photo
by Sarah L i tt leRedFeather)
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The Rights of Manoomin 

Indigenous Peoples are
integral to the climate justice
movement. Their knowledge +
practices teach us that
collective environmental
justice + liberation is possible
but not without Indigenous
leadership.



Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment April 2018 | Great lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission

Minnesota of Department of Natural Resources v. Manoonmin | White Earth Band of
Ojibwe Court of Appeals

Rights of Nature Tribal Case May Upend Pipeline | E&E News

Rights of Manoomin | Center for Democratic and Environmental Rights

Manoomin: The Taming of Wild Rice in the Great Lake Regions | Environmental &
Society Portal

Who is Manoomin? A Clash Between Culture and Climate Change | Danielle Johnson

First “Rights of Nature” Enforcement Case Filed in Tribal Court | 1855 Treaty Authority

Wild Rice Sues to Stop Oil Pipeline | High Country News

To Stop Line 3 Across Minnesota, an Inidgenous Tribe is Asserting the Legal Rights of
Wild Rice | Inside Climate News

Minnesota Hit with Novel “Natural Right” Tribal Lawsuit Over Line 3 | Reuters

Overview of White Earth’s Case of Manoomin v. the State of Minnesota DNR Court
Case | Wisconsin Citizens Media Cooperative

A group to which several members of TRC-Bobcaygeon belong. This group on Indigenous and non-
Indigenous members is dedicated to protecting Manoomin and the Indigenous rights to tend and harvest it.
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resources

Community Voices for Manoomin

The First Rights of Nature
Case Goes to Tribal Court –
The Case for Manoomin

Manoomin | The Ways on PBS

Stop the Line 3 Pipeline

Ojibwe LifeWay: Wild rice
harvesting (“dagwaagin”-fall)

h t t p s : / / c o m m u n i t y v o i c e s f o r m a n o o m i n . c a /

Organizations

Watch Action

Further Reading
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IE is excited to bring together resources and
grow this platform so that we can serve
everyone in the sustainability community. 

We hope you ’ll continue to follow along as
we dive into more topics that intersect with

environmentalism. 

Take the IE pledge today to bring these
learnings into your own life - whether that’s

by speaking up and being an ally, or by
following and promoting the incredible work

of intersectional activists.

Thanks for your support in creating a more
inclusive planet. 

Visit 
intersectionalenvironmentalist.com/take-the-ie-pledge


